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Magssid (Purposes) Views in the Political Thought
of Imam al-Maghili

Abstract

The political movement of Imam al-Maghili was characterised by the mindful
and inclusive view of reform domains, the Islamic systems and the legal policy.
That made of it a unique experience in the path of the change and political reform.
His writings, in the field of legal policy and governance literature, included his
political views and ideas that reflected his life experiences and displayed his
attitudes towards some issues. It also revealed his political background which
made the legal policy as an objective and a core of its researches. It showed the

notion of the legal policy and its relation with the public interest.

Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Legal Policy, Political Thought, Sharia Purposes, Public Interest
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The Genius of Imam al-Maghili in Politics and Da'wa

Abstract

It is of the attitude of Allah to make extraordinary people in order to reform his
religion and society, in various places and times. These people will not be forgotten
in history throughout the ages, for their good deeds and everlasting impacts, in
advocacy, politics and human development. Among these geniuses in the history of
African societies from its north to its south-west, was our genius shaykh and Imam

Abi ‘Abdullah Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Karim al-Maghili.

Itis literally and technically proven that Abgariyyah (genius) can mean leadership,
supremacy and influence, while Abgariy defines an influential, great and
extraordinary personality, who is not surpassed by anyone in his field of
concentration. Among the epitomes of these extraordinary personalities was Imam
al-Maghili, for his eternal influences and impacts in the field of preaching,

education and politics in our region. He lived to fight against corruption, guide the
rulers and the leaders of political administrations. His scholarly writings, letters,
sermons, both in prose and poetry are ideal evidences to prove his excellence and

versatility.

This article reveals some aspects of his greatness. It also explains facts and
subtleties in his biography. In conclusion, this research emphasizes the worthiness
of Imam al-Maghil to be written among the great men in Algeria, Nigeria, and
Africa at large. Undoubtedly he is among those geniuses, who are worthy to be

praised, honored and their impacts be revived.
Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Legal Policy, Genius, Algeria, Nigeria, Africa, Influence
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Political Governance and its Role in the Stability and Unity of
African People — The Treaty of Askiya’s Questions and al-Maghili’s

Answers as a Model
Abstract

This research aims to demonstrate the importance of political governance in
stabilizing and unifying peoples in West Africa through the treaties of Imam
Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Karim al-Maghili. The research focuses on the questions of
al-Asqiya and al-Maghili answers to demonstrate the principles of political
governance that contributed to the establishment of security and stability in the
region, and which can currently be relied upon to achieve security, stability and
unity of peoples in West Africa. The research concluded that achieving security,
stability, and unity of peoples in West Africa depends on the application of the
principles of political governance advocated by al-Maghili since the 10th century

AH.
Keywords:

West Sudan, Governance, Politics, al-Maghili, Security, Stability, al-Asqiya’s

Questions.
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The Political Vision of Imam al-Maghili on the Light of the Current

Civilizational Challenges
Abstract

The concept of political vision for Imam al-Maghili occupies a pivotal position in
his major writings by virtue of the fact that his interest was not limited to the
theoretical scientific aspects, but rather he revived an original Islamic
epistemological principle represented in the correlation of consideration with
action and thought with practice and knowledge of value and practical return. The
system and logic of the analysis necessitated addressing the subject in two
prominent axes: The first axis concerned the sources of Imam al-Maghili 's political
vision. The second axis relates to its contents and dimensions. It is a vision that has
close links to the present time, especially with regard to social justice, good

governance, combating corruption, transparency, efficiency, etc...
Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Political Vision, Good Governance, Civilizational Challenges
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Structures of Communication between Imam Muhammad b.’Abdul

Karim al-Maghili al-Tlemsani and the Princedoms and Kingdoms of

West Africa during the 16th Century AD

Abstract

In this field study, we will focus on the construction manifestations of Imam Abu

‘Abdullah Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Karim al-Maghili edifice since his departure from

his hometown, showing a number of internal and external reasons for his leaving

until his death in 909 AH / 1503 AD.We will try to show and explain the main

reasons in his life by giving many questions that still shrouded in ambiguity on the

one hand, or which commentators did not pay attention to them.In order to answer

it, several research studies, books and sources that dealt with the life of Imam al-

Maghili were examined in different ways.In our opinion, this disturbance is due to

three factors: The first factor: the difference in determining a specific date for the

advent and departure of Imam al-Maghili to the region of Tuat.The second factor:

what was written outside the country was used by transcribers a lot.The evidence

for this is the difference in the titles of Imam al-Maghili's books.The third factor,

what has been collected and monitored from the writings of Imam al-Maghili

suggests to the uninitiated its current number.However, the real number of the

Imam's writings exceeds seventy-three works, in addition to a collection of poems,

and farwas on some calamities that were befalling people. The question is, what

are the contents that enabled Imam al-Maghili to assume the legal status and

divine mandate during his career that brought him to the position and degree of

righteous saints?

Keywords:

Anabolism, Division of Labour, Labour Productivity, The Righteous Saint
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Imam al-Maghili and the Contemporary African Situation: From
Extremism's Bruises to the Benevolence of Sufism

A Sociocultural Reading of African Societies' Mentality

Abstract

This paper discusses the contemporary relevance of Imam al-Maghili and the
echoes of his reformist call in Africa as a whole, and specifically in its western
regions. It also examines the connection of this call to the geostrategic influences in
the African Sahel region. The paper considers the presentation of Imam al-Maghili
's arguments as an alternative reference to Sufi Islam, aiming to address the
religious decline and doctrinal fragmentation that affected the peoples of that

region due to the spread of the culture of violence and transcontinental terrorism.

Any attempt to analyze the current situation of the African Sahel countries cannot
be relied upon unless it takes into account the colonial background and the post-
colonial accumulations. The French and English colonialism in West Africa has
worked to shape and control the African mentality, associated with tribes and
ethnicities, at the expense of the concept of the nation-state. This has resulted in
weak countries with fragile political entities, vulnerable in terms of their national,

economic, and cultural security.

Most of the geopolitical reports concerning the African Sahel countries indicate, in
general, the influence of the Sudanese Belt countries, located above the savannah,
by global transformations accompanying globalization, along with its chronic
diseases and multiplying consequences such as poverty, resource scarcity, drought,
military coups, and epidemics. These factors have paved the way for the expansion

of transcontinental terrorism following the end of the Afghanistan war.
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The Universal Vision and the Position

of Imam al-Maghili in Political and Social Life

Abstract

The paper focuses on the spiritual development of Imam Aba ‘Abdullah
Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Karim al-Maghili, his teachers and students, his ethical ideas, and
his role in social and political life in African Sub-Saharan states and kingdoms. The
author compares al-Maghili's ethical teachings to similar works by Persian-Tajik writers
such as Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tasi, Anwar al-Ma'ali Kikaous, who in their ethical writings
call on rulers to uphold noble ethics and describe justice, perfection, generosity,
forbearance, and righteousness.
Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Ethical Teachings, Persian-Tajik Writers, Social and Political Life
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Global Sufi Thought between Imam al-Maghili and his Indian and

Persian Contemporaries
Abstract

The Cosmic Sufism represented by Imam al-Maghili (1425-1505) while proposing
a spiritual cognitive for building humans who surpass geo-historical boundaries in
theoretical-behavioural formatives of inclusivism, eclipses the theology of
exclusion and segregation between the rational, the juristic and the spiritual, in
wider East-West or Afro-Asian stratifications. Such a context proposes for a
reckoning and analysis of the same in historical perspectives in as much it brings
forth a shared legacy of addressing human society in a plethora of concerns such as
spiritual training, theological injections, relations between state and religion in

Muslim communes, etc.

The paper aims at analysing comparatively the Cosmic Sufi paradigm common to
Imam al-Maghili and several among his Indian and Persian Sufi contemporaries of
Chishtiya, Qadiriya, Suhrawardiya, Nagshbandiya and Shaziliya orders such as
Nooruddin Jami (1414-1492), Ali Muttaqi Burhanpuri (1472-1567), among others «

in socio-historical perspectives.
Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Sufism, Indians, Persians, Society, building humans.
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Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil in the Political Thought
of Imam al-Maghili

Abstract

Imam al-Maghili observed that many people in Western Islamic societies during his
time were engaged in corrupt and harmful practices, such as polytheism, heresies,
and bad habits. He proposed the lawful approach of Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice to address these issues. Imam al-Maghil7 directed legal messages
towards kings, their helpers, scholars, and the public, outlining the necessary
qualities to perform the commandment and prohibition. His approach aimed to
reflect the reality and privacy of society, categorizing degrees of command and

prohibition based on a person's rank, ability, and response.

By analyzing his messages, we see that Imam adapted his approach to better reflect
the times, jurisprudence of reality, and society's privacy. His messages serve as a
call to action for individuals at all levels of society to promote good and prevent
evil. Overall, his approach highlights the importance of promoting virtue and
preventing vice, providing guidance on how individuals can create a fair and

righteous society.
Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil, Political Thought, Justice
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The Manuscripts of Imam al-Maghili on the Platform

of the Algerian Manuscripts

Abstract

In this research paper, we attempt to talk about the manuscripts of Imam al-Maghili
on the Platform of the Algerian Manuscripts, a research that reflects the reality of
the diversity of the manuscripts by Imam al-Maghili in different disciplines. These
manuscripts cover disciplines such as logic, jurisprudence, exegesis, language,

Shari'a, scattered in khizanat and traditional libraries in Algeria and abroad. It is
worth noting that the Platform of Algerian Manuscripts has made significant effort
to make these manuscripts and their whereabouts known by the researchers. The

Platform comes amongst the measures taken by

the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research to encourage and support
researchers in this field according to the available means for an efficient
contribution to the preservation of the heritage of the country from loss. This
support brought the idea of establishing a civilizational project represented in “The

Platform of the Algerian Manuscripts” at University Ahmed Draia in Adrar.
Keywords :

Platform of Algerian Manuscripts, Imam al-Maghili, University of Adrar
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The Works of Imam Aba ‘Abdullah Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Karim al-
Maghili
Abstract:

Based on my humble experience in following the news and works of Imam Aba
‘Abdullah Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Karim al-Maghili, | see that what has been
accomplished so far needs to be reassessed and evaluated, so that we can move
forward on the path of scientific research that relies on the correct methodology in
monitoring articles and publications related to a personality that has had a great
influence on the trajectory and development of the lives of countries, peoples, and

tribes in the history of West Africa.
Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Works on Imam al-Maghili, Editing and Publishing between

Scientific Methodology and Amateur Work, Tamentit, Sahara, Algeria, West Africa
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The Scientific Legacy of Inam Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Karim al-

Maghili: Reflection in some of His Works

Abstract

The Muslim nation has been particularized with richable civilized past, that
designed solid methodologies for intellectual research. Thus Imam al-Maghilt
(d.909A.H) acceded high status with his prolific intellectual writings, in which this
paper intends to discuss in academic style, so that the reader will discover the

horizon of his intellectual legacy in the scholarship arena.

Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Legacy, Science, Knowledge, Reading, Works, Religion,

Leterature, Thought.
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The Political Thesis and the State Project

in the Political Thought of Imam al-Maghili

Abstract

This paper attempts to follow the features of the political thesis and the state
project in the political thought of Imam al-Maghili, especially during the period of
the Kingdom of Songhay in Western Sudan, Africa, so that this genius Algerian
scientist was able to put forward a political project on the theoretical and practical
levels, and it seems that the man benefited from the trials and tribulations in the
beginning of his life as well as his knowledgeand his success in the science of legal
policy, the writings of Imam al-Maghili were brief and concise, consistent with the
nature of contemporary constitutions, because he sought through them to build

state institutions, and he succeeded in that with great success.
Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili <West Africa Legal Policy .State Project
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Al-Maghili’s Treaties in Politics: Piety and Justice for the Stability

and the Unity of the Community

Abstract

The study deals with the political and social conditions in Tlemcen and North
Africa, which were a formative factor in the Imam al-Maghili's political vision and
his positions on religious minorities such as the Jews who controlled the trade
routes and violated the covenants that link them to Islamic societies, and from the
existing emirates in his time, which left its land, the Zayanid Emirate (Tlemcen) and

lived with African emirates.

With the texts of Imam Aba ‘Abdullah Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Karim al-Maghili and
his political and jihadist movement in Tuat and West Africa, we are facing an
interpretation of "the promotion of virtue and the prevention of vice" as a
jurisprudential, moral and political discourse within a historical context in which it
invokes previous times when the ancestors preferred the interpretation of the
"good" and "vice" politically and socially, so that the effective coercive power of
"pious scholars” or "just rulers”, and the hump of the "good" established the "rule of
God", and the "prohibition of vice" is the jihad of the "dhimmis" (Christians and
Jews). In the context, Ibn Askar said: " Imam Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Karim al-Maghili
is one of the greatest scholars and the falsehoods of the pious, and he was keen in
enjoining good and forbidding vice." Also, African societies have mixed Islam with

natural religions "pagan” and here the "prohibition" is "by "recital" and the
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abandonment of previous customs that contradict the Islamic faith and values or

by force (jihad).

Imam al-Maghili in front of a doctrinal, economic and social scene that requires
reforms or revolution according to the circumstances in Tuat or in the African
Emirates and kingdoms, he entered, and the Quranic principle that he will do,
needed to be backed by the Sultan is "enjoining good and forbidding vice", the
Almighty said: "The believers and the believing men and women are each other's
guardians, they command good and forbid evil" (Surat Al-Tawbah 71), and it
means attention to the public interest, and the victory of principles, especially
moral ones, an Arab principle embodied in the peaceful historical alliance between
Arab tribes and praised the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) after the revelation and

is the "oath of curiosity" after the war of ungodliness.

Keywords:
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Good Governance and Fighting Corruption in the Poltical Thought

of Imam al-Maghili
Abstract

This research deals with the principles of good governance and the mechanisms
established by Imam al-Maghili to combat corruption in his time. These principles
were based on protecting the interests of people, promoting Islamic unity, and
preserving the objectives of religion. They were primarily derived from his
reformative project aimed at establishing a strong, just, and trustworthy
government. The paper highlights the political ideology of Imam al-Maghili, which
emphasizes the strength of state institutions, their effective service, and the
steadfastness of their mission in achieving justice, stability, and unity. It emphasizes
the importance of maintaining their neutrality, being connected to the nation and
its needs, and actively working to promote citizenship values, establish righteous

foundations, combat corruption, and its methods.

In his book titled "7aj al-Din fi ma Yajibu ala al-Muluk wa al-Salatin” (Crown of
Religion in the Obligations of Kings and Rulers),Imam al-Maghili laid down a set of
principles for good governance and methods to combat corruption, address
negligence, wastefulness, and extravagance. He outlined a path for Muslim rulers
to establish and build their states on solid foundations. These principles and
foundations include: having sincere intentions for public governance, being
responsible both outwardly and inwardly, ensuring transparency in managing state
funds and strengthening oversight, possessing strong willpower and maintaining
an organized state, exposing corrupt practices and individuals, engaging and
collaborating with citizens, addressing their concerns, and achieving justice and fair

judicature.
Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Good Governance, Legal Policy, Justic
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Imam al-Maghili Peace and Unity Overflows Upon Humanity
Abstract:

From Tlemcen, in the west of prosperous Algeria. Imam Abd ‘Abdullah Muhammad
b. ‘Abdul Karim al-Maghili al-Tlemsani, called “Shams Al-Din” to flow over his
homeland, Bejaia, and Tuat. Then he carried the Arabic language and knowledge to
Western Sudan, Mali, Niger, and Nigeria, then he headed east to Tunisia, Cairo, the
Holy Land, and Damascus, all the way to Jerusalem. From here, the journey of unity
and peace overflows with its meanings and values through its continuous
movement in the space of calling to God among the general public, scholars, kings
and sultans. Through his adherence to the concerns of Muslims and through his
nearly thirty works, Imam al-Maghili had a very strong and tangible influence. His
echo continued to reverberate after him for many centuries. He had a well-defined
path in the folds of his thought. The role he played in consolidating unity among
Muslims and bringing together hearts and spreading the lights of peace and the
floods of love could hardly be compared to any role played by any other Algerian

scholar. He left a great Islamic impact, and corrected many misconceptions.
Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Western Sudan, Tlemcen, Bejaia, Tuat, Peace.
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Intellectual and Cultural Communication Strategy
between North and South Africa

(The vision of Imam al-Maghili as a model)
Abstract

This paper demonstrates the impact of Arab-African intellectual and cultural
relations, it also undertakes the role of Imam Aba ‘Abdullah Muhammad b. ‘Abdul
Karim al-Maghili in intellectual and cultural communication, and its impact on
knowledge and the effect of that on Central and West Africa. The study included
the scientific and cognitive value of Imam al-Maghili and his effort in cultural

communication between African peoples.

Keywords:

Imam al-Maghili, Intellectual Communication, Cultural Communication, Africa
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Imam al-Maghili... a Narrator Following in the Footsteps

of Hafiz al-Suyuti
Abstract

The aim of this research paper is to highlight the involvement of Imam Muhammad
b. ‘Abdul Karim al-Maghili in the field of Hadith (Prophetic traditions) and
narration, as well as his learning from Imam Hafiz al-Asr Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti.
Meetings between them took place in Egypt and along the African coast, with
details and facts about these encounters being revealed. It should be noted that
some prominent researchers have denied al-Suyuti's departure from Egypt to
Africa, and this paper will also compare the works of Imam al-Maghili and al-Suyuti

in the field of Hadith literature.

The paper introduces al-Suyuti's work titled "Mar al-Nasim ila b. Abdul Karim, '
which was the focal point of a famous scholarly debate on the study of logic. It
includes excerpts from Imam al-Maghili 's texts emphasizing the adherence to the
Sunnah (Prophetic tradition) and his efforts in its defense. It also mentions his
debates with scholars of his time and his reviews of al-Sanusi's works on early
Islamic sciences. Lastly, the paper discusses the visible impact left by Imam al-

Maghili on his students and subsequent generations up to a recent era.
Keywords:

Al-Figuigui, Ghaneemat al-Wafid, Mar al-Nasim, Al-Bard al-Mawshi, Al-Kunti,

Imam al-Maghili
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